CHAPTER  IV

EBB AND FLOW ON THE NORTHERN FRONT

THE events of the war by land are apt to be as con-
fusing in narration as they were in fact. The
many forays, skirmishes, and retreats along the
Canadian frontier were campaigns in name only,
ambitiously conceived but most haltingly exe-
cuted. Major General Dearborn, senior officer of
the American army, had failed to begin operations
in the center and on the eastern flank in time to
divert the enemy from Detroit; but in the autumn
of 1812 he was ready to attempt an invasion of
Canada by way of Niagara. The direct command
was given to Major General Stephen Van Rens-
selaer of the New York State militia, who was to
advance as soon as six thousand troops were as-
sembled. At first Dearborn seemed hopeful of
success. He predicted that "with the militia and
other troops there or on the march, they will be
able, I presume, to cross over into Canada, carry
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